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Take a look at these five ways to refresh
your home without remodeling.
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Refreshing your space doesn’t have to mean tearing it apart.

Sometimes, the biggest difference comes from the smallest resets, rather than a full renovation.
When the couch cushions sit a little higher, the floors feel even cleaner than they look and subtle shifts
in color and scent make a room feel brighter and more lived-in, that’s when a house can start to feel like
home again.
These are the details that don’t always stand out on their own, but together, they can completely
change how a space feels.
Here are five simple ways to refresh your space without renovating.
@)Flip and rotate your couch cushions weekly
Remember when you first bought your couch? The cushions sat high and full, and the fabric —
whether leather, corduroy or cotton — felt light and untouched. _
Every seat looked the same, holding its shape like no one had claimed their favorite spot just yet.

Like the smell of a new car, it’s easy to tell when a sofa is in its earliest days, and it’s just as easy to
notice when it’s not.

When your go-to seat starts to dip just a little lower than the rest, leaving
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behid that aoo~famili peachshaped imprint, it’s probably time to make a change.

As the centerpiece of most living rooms, a couch tends to show wear first, but keeping a fresh-looking
family space doesn’t always require replacing it, just maintaining it.
A simple weekly flip and rotation can go a long way in preserving both its shape and appearance.
That’s why cleaning experts created the flip-and-fluff routine, which recommends a quick process:
remove the cushions, flip them so the underside becomes the top, rotate their positions on the couch
and give them a good fluff before placing them back.
Most couches are designed to last seven to 15 years, but uneven wear can significantly shorten that
lifespan.
Incorporating a quick flip-and-fluff into your weekly chores might seem small, but it can deliver a
much-needed instant reset with long-term benefits.

@Use a pet hair scraper, even if you don’t have pets
At first glance, freshly vacuumed floors might look clean. The vacuum lines are still visible, the carpet
looks fluffed and the filter that traps dirt is filled to the brim, so it must be spotless. Right?

Then you run a pet hair scraper across the carpet.
Suddenly, strands of dust, lint and debris start gathering into piles, equally as satisfying as it is disgust-

ing.
<




Despite the name, these tools aren’t just for pet owners. Pet hair scrapers are designed to pull up deeply
embedded debris that vacuums often leave behind, especially in rugs or stairs.
Many of these tools use rubber bristles to create static, helping lift hair and dust more effectively than
suction alone.
That oddly satisfying scraping effect is exactly why they’ve gone viral on platforms like Facebook and
TikTok, with users showing just how much buildup is hiding in plain sight.
According to HuffPost, one of the top-rated options is the FURemover Original Pet Hair Rubber Broom,
which features both rubber bristles and a built-in squeegee for $12 to $33 at Walmart or on Amazon.
With just one more step, a pet hair scraper might just be the next “how did I live without this?” addition
to your routine. Because once you see what it pulls up, there’s really no going back.

"3Don’t just clean glass, squeegee it
Have you ever cleaned a mirror or window, and somehow, it looks worse?
If you’re dealing with streaks, smudges or weird lines that only show up once the light hits just right,
then a squeegee might be your new best friend.
The same tool usually associated with rinsing skyscraper windows is one of the easiest ways to elevate
an already clean space into an even cleaner one.
Some professionals consider it their most essential tool, whether running a squeegee over shower
walls to prevent hard water stains or using it on mirrors and windows for a streak-free result.
Unlike the combination of cloth or paper towels with glass cleaner, which can quickly become damp
and push the residue around, a squeegee uses a firm blade to pull stains away in a single motion.
What it’s made of matters too. According to Professional Window Cleaning, brass squeegees tend to
perform best, followed by stainless steel and plastic options.
With prices ranging from $6 to $30 online, it’s a small upgrade with a noticeable payoft.

@Swap out your household fabrics
Things like pillow covers, throw blankets, bath towels or even shower curtains can quietly age a space
when too much time has passed since they’ve been replaced.
Rotating or replacing them seasonally, with lighter tones in the spring and summer and warmer colors
in the fall and winter, can completely change the feel of a room without buying anything major.
Based on Google Trends, certain colors are becoming basic home necessities.
This past year, green was the mostsearched living room color on Google, with shades like sage and
olive dominating the category with their nature-inspired look.
According to a 2024 report from Living Cozy, green is “undeniably one of the trendiest colors,” ranking
among the top three choices for almost all areas of a home.
Changing the color tones of small areas throughout a home could make a worn space look brand new.

Reset your space with scent

Sometimes the biggest refresh isn’t what you see; it’s what you smell.
Scents can completely change how a space feels, which is why hotels and other overnight lodges inten-
tionally include signature fragrances to help a stranger feel like they’re at home.
Swapping candles, diffusers or even laundry scents with the seasons can instantly make your home
feel more put-together, even if nothing else changed.



According to a review done by The New York Times, some of the best candles to burn at home include
fragrances of wood, florals and citrus.
It’s as much of a mental difference as it is a physical one: Studies in environmental psychology show

scent is closely tied to memory and mood, meaning a “fresh” smell can literally make your home feel
cleaner.
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