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Building A Better (Fireproof) House

BY BRIAN MCGILL AND MAUREEN LINKE

As the dust and smoke settles, residents in the Los Angeles area, where ore than 12,000 homes were destroyed in one
of the most destructive fires in California’s history, will be faced with.a decision: fo rebuild or move on. The state has
seen a surge in major wildfires, with 15 of the 20 most destructzve blazes on record occurring within the past decade.

The growth of densely populated ne1ghborhoods W1th oldeér homes constructed in proximity fo unmanaged vegetation
has compounded the climate risk. These effects are expected to worsen, according to experts, and Califor-nians are
searching for an swers on how to protect, their homes from future destruction. A Santa Monica-based architect, Greg
Chasen, shared an image on X of a now-famous home he designed that survived the Pali--sades Fire. These are some of
the design elements he attnbuted to) its survival, making it one of the few homes in the neighborhood to withstand the
flames. A 3

Officials estimate it will. take Just over 18 months to remove all debris left from the wildfires. On average, the rebuilding
process can take two to three years.
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